of selected universities and colleges. A two-week intensive training course is offered on site
on use of the Optacon, a print reading device.

Information Services: Catalogs in large print, braille, or on cassette list secondary level and
self-improvement courses ranging from career planning to classical Greek. College level
course information can be requested from the Coordinator of the College Program.

Helen Keller National Center for Deaf-Blind

Youths and Adults (HKNC)
111 Middle Neck Road
Sands Point. NY  11050
(516) 944-8&00

Handicapping Conditions Served:  Deaf-blindness with accompanying disabilities.

Users Served: Disabled persons, parents, teachers, social workers, rehabilitation counselors,
interpreters, and other professionals.

The Organization: Operated by Helen Keller Services for the Blind, formerly the Industrial
Home for the Blind, under an agreement with the Rehabilitation Services Administration of
the U.S. Department of Education, the Center was authorized by a 1967 Amendment to the
Vocation Rehabilitation Act and is funded by annual Congressional appropriations.
Extensive evaluative and rehabilitative services are provided to deaf-blind youths and
adults, 18 or older. Individualized pre-vocational training in orientation and mobility,
communication and life skills, as well as in other areas, is conducted in a residential setting
for up to 50 clients at a time, for periods ranging from several months to several years. A
major effort is made to develop and assist in the appropriate placement of clients in work
settings, when training is completed. Mobility and orientation to both work and residential
settings is similarly provided. The Center conducts research in personal adjustment,
education and rehabilitation techniques; and offers training in the field and at headquarters
to new and prospective professionals who plan to work with the deaf-blind population,

HKNC operates an extensive nationwide network of field services through its ten regional
offices and its many affiliated programs. The regional offices provide consultation and
technical assistance to deaf-blind persons and their families, and to public and private
agencies in their regions. They locate, assist and refer deaf-blind individuals to the most
appropriate program for comprehensive services. The ten offices, listed in the telephone
directories, are found under "Helen Keller National Center" in Sands Point, NY;
Philadelphia, PA; Atlanta, GA; Chicago, IL; Dallas, TX; Kansas City, MO; Denver, CO;
Seattle, WA; Boston, MA; and San Francisco, CA.

Information Services: Consultations and referrals may be requested from the national or
regional offices. For information on direct services, contact the Supervisor, Direct Services,
at the Sands Point address. A reference library at the Helen Keller National Center may be
used by appointment. Rehabilitation activities of the Center are'described in brochures, a
periodical, NAT-CENT NEWS, published three times a year, and two captioned films,
"Raising the Curtain" and "The World at His Fingertips". The Center also publishes the
Directory of Agencies Serving the Deaf-Blind and Curriculum Models.

Pamphlets, fact sheets, bibliographies, indexes and abstracts of articles on deaf-blindness
and rehabilitation for professionals and laymen are available. Some information is
available in braille. Demographic information and results of the Center's research on
personal adjustment, education and rehabilitation may be requested from the research
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